7. Habitat/MPA/Ecosystems, June 3-5, 2008

NEW ENGLAND FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Habitat/Marine Protected Areas/Ecosystems

I.  STATUS

Meetings:

Committee: The Habitat Committee met on May 16 to discuss changes to the Phase | Omnibus
document, including the final Phase | HAPCs, and the continuing development of the Phase Il
vulnerability analysis.

The next Committee meeting has not been scheduled, but is anticipated for early July.

Habitat/MPA/Ecosystem Plan Development Team: The PDT met via conference call on May 8
to discuss developing the Phase Il vulnerability analysis.

The next PDT meeting has note been scheduled, but will be held in early June.

Habitat/MPA/Ecosystem Advisory Panel: The Advisory Panel has not met since the last Council
meeting.

The next Advisory Panel meeting has not been scheduled at this time.

II.  COUNCIL ACTION

Review the Committee’s recommendations for changes to the Phase | Omnibus document.
Review the Committee’s strategy for the Phase 1l vulnerability analysis.

I11.  INFORMATION

1. PDT memo dated May 14, 2008 regarding Phase | Omnibus document changes
2. PDT memo dated May 14, 2008 regarding Phase | Omnibus final HAPCs

3. PDT conference call summary dated May 8, 2008

4. Committee meeting summary dated May 16, 2008









listing of primary prey organisms. Thus, the original text descriptions did not make full use of
the available data to define preferred depth and temperature ranges and are not consistent with
the new text descriptions for juveniles and adults. These text descriptions have been revised to
include level 2 information in the definition of preferred depth and temperature ranges (in the
same way that it was done for the benthic life stages), to identify primary prey organisms (for
the larvae), to omit any reference to seasonal availability, and to correct other shortcomings in
the descriptions. These corrections are consistent with the Council’s preferred alternatives for
EFH designation.



7. HABITAT/MPA/ECOS YSTEM (June 3-5, 2008)-M

New England Fishery Management Council
50 WATER STREET I NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 01950 l PHONE 978 465 0492 FAX 978 465 3116
John Pappalardo, Chairman |- Paul J. Howard, Executive Director

TO: Habitat Committe

FROM: Chad Demarest

DATE: May 14, 2008

RE: Phase I Habitat Areas of Particular Concern

HAPCs have been approved by the Council over the course of three meetings:
e First suite approved - June, 2007
¢ Great South Channel Juvenile Cod HAPC approved September 2007
e Canyon-area HAPCs modified - November, 2007

The maps that follow depict the resulting suite of 18 Habitat Areas of Particular
Concern.

Map 1 — Composite map of approved HAPCs in the Omnibus Habitat Am 2 project area
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1.1.1. Juvenile Cod HAPC

Map 2. Juvenile Cod HAPC
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