Essential Fish-Habitat
-Omnibus Amendment_-

B o — —N - e —
.‘-\\___' =

—

r——

———————

e Progress Since Approval of: Goals and-
O] o] [le AV/p— —

e How Do the Pieces-Fit Together?



"-‘-R . '_ e = ‘:“.-_
A '&M = _'_.'-

"(‘4) - Identwmtlvmﬁ"af 'maym sely affect o

M_. m:’ -, -
- M"—— _,.-“ == _,...,IF‘- ——— S
U — - me——ry, . - -
e = S ?&ﬂ‘a, :
- — - " - - e
i U
R o e S —
M ‘Nj,l R : —
m - - w
. - "“m‘\ _ - -
Gh-‘\‘



u--.- L - . )‘, E.r,.,_ T

(8')’ I‘U'E‘\'i'tlfy-lirahita t area Sof-ﬁartlcular cm ' . J__i__._i

: '('z Femmmend*mmhmlym*pnoﬁtw“&ér “_ M’ -

S S ——

) A-h.-‘ p— —— -

i """"'"“““‘\



Wihat are werdoing?

——

-~ Progress——. .

=




(1) Description and ldentification of
Essential Fish Habitat

Habitat

NE Regional EFH _ ~ Evaluation
Steering Committee" « Approval by NRCC May 2004 -~ Working
= Terms of Reference-approved Group Inventory and
October 2004 (modified March 2005) evaluate
e First meeting \No Vemlzg:r 2004 l tools/imodels
- that are readily
- e . avallable to

. Peer RPe_er identify

eview EVIEW.- important fish
(Phase 2) . NEFSC —\ Workshop habitat

| (Phase 1)
2" Half 2005
l Recommendation Testing and verifying models jjozze‘jg'; i 020 Ofg/ien ey
for usein northeast U.S.
for moadel use for testing

PDT Develop . Council approves range of
EFH Designation . voror o EFH designations for

Alternatives anuary-marc. ' ion i

iInclusion in DSEIS
(text descriptions and maps) | Use of NEFSC-EFH models (May 2006)




(2) Fishing activities that may adversely: affect EFH
(1) Evaluation

- Gear Effects
Evaluation

A 4

Preparation -

Refined gear descriptions (AP) —
October 2004 — May 2005 -

Habitat type a’escr/pt/'ons (FDT)
Updated fishery distribution (PDT)

PRT review and update of
current gear effects

evaluation including
determining more. than
minimal and less than

temporary threshold

Council
approves gear
evaluation and

Review
Workshop

S

Determination of whether

determinations and how each fishing «——_ (MMNT)
and DHRAs (if activity adversely effects
appropriate) for EFH beyond MMNT
Inclusion in threshold
DSEIS

PDT/AP developing DHRA
site alternatives

\ Research area closures




(2) Eishingractivities that may: adversely: affect EEH
(IHMinimizing adverse inpacts

“Act to prevent, mitigate or minimize...to the extent practicable.”

Reduced | Identify. a Risk
Impact Gear — -~ strategy.for — Assessment
List - prioritizing-how . -~ _
AP gear d@SCf/pt/bﬂS tO m|n|m|ze V-Ulnerab.”ity.,.
PDT gear evaluations- adverse impacts,, habitat availability
- - and recovery-of
. e impacts
MPA policy e \ o

development

May 2005 outreach
workshops

Optimization/Integration
strategy across FMPs

!

Practicability
threshold
development

Council approve a range of measures to minimize the adverse
effects of fishing on EFH to the extent practicable

Recommend a program to monitor effectiveness of habitat measures
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(4) Non-fishing related activities, that may.
adversely. affect EEH

Northeast
Regional Non-
Fishing Impacts
Workshop

January 2005

-NERO HCD

-analyzing-data _
~and reviewing

input.from
participants

Feb.- Apr. 2005

Report-to PDT,
PDT/AP reviews
document,
prepares appr.
MSA/NEPA
documentation

October 2005

Council approves
for inclusion in
DSEIS

January 2006




(5) Cumulative impacts:-analysis
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(/) Prey: Species

o Summer 2005/— Worklng wrth NEFSC through PDT to
evallate dlet composmon database

—
———

o Fall-2005 — PDT to evaluate rewsed NEFSC EFH
Seurce. Documents

® Spring 2005:— Prepare.documentation



(8). ldentification of habitat areas of

partictlar concern

e Important current or historic ecological function
= Sensitivity to human-induced stresses

e Extent of current or future development strésses
 Rarity of the-habitat type -~ .~ .,

ReqlEst forCandidate | ——sp { IRItATTDTSS
HAPC Proposals review and
AP review

Closed March 25, _
2005 '
Approx. 6-8 full Apr /13, 2 005
proposals Joint meeting
recelved

~ C‘oord/naz‘e with
proposers

A 4

PDT develop
evaluation and
advice-to
Committee

y

Council approves HAPCs for DSEIS

Includes Inshore GOM HAPC proposal approved
In past by Council

Committee
reviews and
ELGES
recommendations




(9) Research: and: infermation needs

e _PDT/AP: to review: - —— -
— analysis conductedsand approyed insrecent NEEMC Amendments
— “species specific habitatsrelated, research: recommendationsin;EFH
Source: Documents | B :

-

—other relevant sources of research recpmmendatlens (erg--NRC, FAO,
etc.)

o..Document habitat-related research co_nducted since-Omnibus
Amendment. 1 1n 1998

e. Prepare a prioritized list of.research and information needs
— Review:by.Research Steering Committee and Habitat Committee
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