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| support the attached it is very important that we
save our baitfish, the like of the ocean

| agree! As a former commercial fisherman, |
believe that even 50 miles is too close.

A change to the policy regarding inshore
midwater trawling is desparately needed to stop
the dessimation of bait in this critical habitat.

This is ruining a ot of other fisheries
We want the fishing stopped now

you have to stop the carnage and the gross
overfishing being done by these vessels of death.

A fisherman is a person who takes from the
ocean using rod and reel..One who gives back to
his community and replenishes the ocean with his
unselfishness..Keep the Mid-water boats and
purse seiners at least 50 mites off shore or make
it illegal for anyone to net fish..!Semper Fi

Ban the pelegic long liners to two hundred miles
out also.

The methods of the midwater boats have resulted
in dramatic decline of the fish present in our
waters. They claim to follow the rules but have
been sighted and reported numerous times out of
compliance. In addition their method kills all that
get caught in their nets, this includes species they
are not licensed for. Please listen to the people
who have seen this first hand, and set new limits

and add monitoring to ensure they follow the laws.
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As | get older and see what the Mid-Water Fleet
has done to local fisheries, | for one would like to
ban them all and leave it to the local guys to bring
in the fish.

Ban them completely. They have raped and
depleted the resource for too long.

If they bait were to disappear then it would be like
pulling the cornerstone out of a foundation. A

dominoe effect will ascend through the food chain.

If you allow the continued depletion of food for a
predatory fish you will soon loose the predators
also. Take a look at the catch reports for giant
biuefin in the North East. The numbers have
been staggering in the past years. Mabey we can
bring them back if the Herring and Mackera! are
left alone.

Enough is enough. Do the right thing here and get

rid of the trawlers!

try it for five years and i'm sure the numbers will
speak for them selfs.
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Too many of our fisheries are under recovery
plans to ignare this problem any longer.
Predatory fish are thinner and mare
undernourished than ever and there is only one
reason that happens. It's not the overfishing of
those particular species, it's the depletion one of
their primary food sources, herring.Stop this
madness now before in irrecoverable collapse
happens

the water isnt what it used to be.......

| strongly support this, especially when it
addresses foreign vessels.

| am mystified! We can't dip a few river herring for
bait because the resource is depleted. Yet the
pair trawlers kill them by the thousands.When |
fish the Great South Channei for giants in the fall
the trawlers run right over our baits. We're drifting
and they are under power. And then we see
thousands of large , dead stripers floating all over
the surface. The ASMFC has been bought and
paid for by the herring trawlers.Conservation, my
butt.

stop fishing 50 miles from shore with big trauters
We need to act now before its too late

If this type of fishing continues...and you've kilied
off all the baitfish...there is nothing left.

Mid water trawlers are doing more harm than
good: tuna schools are smaller and the by catch
from paired vessels dragging everything
swimming inbetween them is a conservation
injustice.

The depletion of bait fish at the bottom of the food
chain in our inshore areas has gone an for too
long. If action is not taken immediatly we wiil
lose many if not all of the of the valuable fish in
the area All bait fish in these areas are at
dangerously low numbers pretty much in colapse,
and only you can do samething about it
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