


















The catch limit part of effort control impelled the crew of the Miss Sonya to keep fishing overnight without any"
real expectation of catching. The two fishermen were kept at sea longer than they needed to be, as the price for
being too good at catching the previous day. Before dawn Tuesday morning, with nothing but cod and
yellowtail showing on the fishfinder, and a miniature nor'easter whipping up, Ferrara decided enough was
enough. After fishing and intentionally not catching for half a day, the old dragger was turned toward home. It
got to within a couple of miles ofthe Dog Bar breakwater, began to take on water, turned over and sank just
minutes after the Coast Guard rescued Ferrara and Lucido. "The life of the fisherman is dangerous, we know
this," said Ferrara, 52, who for more than 30 years has fished out of Gloucester and in the past few years has
fished out of Alaska in the summer. "Recently, it has gotten much harder than it's got to be."
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A U.S. Coast Guard vessel maneuvers near the overturned hull of the Miss Sonya, which sank Tuesday while
returning from Stellwagen Bank. Courtesy photo

The Gloucester fishing vessel Miss Sonya motors past Rocky Neck on Feb. 24. The boat sank Tuesday morning
while returning from Stellwagen Bank. Courtesy photo
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From: Jim Ford- F/V Lisa Ann II , .
Sent: Thursday, March 13, 20081:06 PM
To: Lou Goodreau
Cc: VMS/Enforcement; EnforcementAdvisors; EnforcementIP
Subject: LAYING OUTSIDE THE DEMARC

VMS Enforcement, .
I request that we do something about us boats that lay outside the demarc for 24 'and 1 min and have 2
days of cod ,yellowtail .,1 have been doing this for a long time now and have had many problems occur
3 weeks ago I broke my anchor hauler because it got hung on the bottom 500.00 for a new motor, and
lost my anchor 200.00.Almost all our trips are 24-1min. With the price offuel it only makes sense to do
this.We have sat through allot of bad weather when we should at least be inside the harbor,time on the
clock is not a issue with most of us that go 24-1min.Most draggers set a trawl door for a anchor so this
means in bad weather we sit stem to the sea with a open stem, not a smart thing to do.I know there is a
safe harbor provision,we are all out there to make a living not give it to charity. There should be a
declaration on the vms to allow us to be charged 48 hrs in the 2 for one area.I would be much safer tied
up or allowed to sit in the harbor on anc hor.Please at least consider the option for the safety of all of
us. Thank you for you're time.

Jim Ford
FN Lisa Ann II
Cell: 1-978-479-7014
Home: 603-642..;3318
Fax: 603-347-1046

3113/2008
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March 30, 2008 MAR 31 Z006

Rodney Avila, Chair of the Enforcement Committee
New England Fisheries Management Council
50 Water Street
Newburyport, Massachusetts 01950

NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Dear Chairman Avila:

I am writing to inform you that at the Groundfish Oversight Committee meeting held on March 28th, 2008;
the committee voted favorably approving a motion recommending to consider either 'emergency or
regulatory' action allowing fishing vessels to unload in multiple ports. The recommendation will move to
the Council in April for their consideration.

At the April 3rd Enforcement Meeting; I am encouraging the committee to review why the current
regulations preclude vessels form unloading in multiple ports and to discuss how the regulation can be
amended. My understanding is that the NERO Office of Law Enforcement created this regulation, with no
recommendation or action of the Council to do so. My hope is that the committee can fmd a workable
solution that meets any of Enforcement's concerns.

The allowing of multiple port unloading is a priority for the Portland Fish Exchange; in that during the
winter months, all of the Portland based off-shore draggers land in Gloucester and Boston. This attrition of
vessels reduced our landings by over 75% from the prior months, exacerbating an already difficult situation
for the shore-side businesses here in Portland.

I would appreciate your time and energy to address, and to move forward this committee recommendation
favorably.

Sincerely,

Bert Jongerden, General Manager
Portland Fish Exchange
6 Portland Fish Pier
Portland, Maine 0410 1
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Dear Chairman Avila: 

I am writing to inform you that at the Groundfish Oversight Committee meeting held on March 28th
, 2008; 

the committee voted favorably approving a motion recommending to consider either 'emergency or 
regulatory' action allowing fishing vessels to unload in multiple ports. The recommendation will move to 
the Council in April for their consideration. 

At the April 3rd Enforcement Meeting; I am encouraging the committee to review why the current 
regulations preclude vessels form unloading in multiple ports and to discuss how the regulation can be 
amended. My understanding is that the NERO Office ofLaw Enforcement created this regulation, with no 
recommendation or actionof the Council to do so. My hope is that the committee can fmd a workable 
solution that meets any ofEnforcement's concerns. 

The allowing ofmultiple port unloading is a priority for the Portland Fish Exchange; in that during the 
winter months, all of the Portland based off-shore draggers land in Gloucester and Boston. This attrition of 
vessels reduced our landings by over 75% from the prior months, exacerbating an already difficult situation 
for the shore-side businesses here in Portland. 

I would appreciate your time and energy to address, and to move forward this committee recommendation 
favorably. 

Sincerely, 

Bert Jongerden, General Manager 
Portland Fish Exchange 
6 Portland Fish Pier 
Portland, Maine 0410 1 




