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ASSOCIATED FISHERIES OF MAINE 
PO Box 287, South Berwick, ME  03908    207-384-4854 phone 207-384-2940 fax 
 
December 22, 2006 
 
Mr. John Pappalardo, Chair 
New England Fishery Management Council 
50 Water Street, Mill 2 
Newburyport, MA  01950 
 
Dear John: 
 
I write on behalf of Associated Fisheries of Maine regarding Amendment 16 to the groundfish 
FMP. 
 
It is our understanding that one of the management alternatives for consideration in Amendment 
16 will be one that makes adjustments to the current days-at-sea system.  To that end, I write to 
request Council consideration of the following in the “adjustments to the status quo” alternative: 
 

• Count groundfish days-at-sea at a minimum 24 hours 
This proposal received positive analysis from the groundfish PDT with regards to meeting 
certain biological objectives, was supported by several members of the NEFMC, and 
continues to have merit 

• Remove the requirement to take a 20-day spawning block (March, April, May) 
This proposal was included in FW42 but was set-aside due to priorities 

• Require the use of diamond mesh codends in the CAII yellowtail SAP 
This proposal was included in FW42 but was set-aside due to priorities 

• Allow the use of 6” square codends with a separator trawl in the US/CA areas 
• Reduce the minimum fish size for GB haddock 

The preceding two items were recommended by the ad hoc Bycatch committee as 
measures to mitigate haddock discards 

• Develop a WGOM haddock SAP using hook gear 
This proposal was included in FW42 but set-aside due to priorities 

• Reduce the 72-hour observer notification requirement 
The 72-hour requirement for observer notification is particularly difficult for vessel 
operators to comply with during bad weather months 

• Reduce/eliminate the “conservation tax” on DAS transfers 
Despite positive changes to the DAS transfer program made in FW42, very few vessels 
are taking advantage of this program 

• Provide more flexibility in the length/horsepower restrictions in the DAS leasing 
and transfer programs 
The original PDT proposal for DAS leasing included a length/horsepower conversion 
program that would allow larger vessels to lease a fraction of DAS from smaller vessels 

• Remove the restriction on DAS leasing for vessels in the permit history category 
This requirement does nothing but impose additional administrative burden on NMFS and 
vessel owners 

• Remove the tonnage restriction for replacement vessels 
Tonnage restrictions are no longer applicable to DAS leasing or transfer programs, and 
provide no conservation, or otherwise useful, benefit to the replacement vessel program 

• Reduce the size of the differential DAS counting area in the GOM 
The PDT analysis for FW 42 showed clearly that 68% of GOM cod and 73% of CC/GOM 
yellowtail were caught in statistical blocks 124, 125, 132 and 133.   Additional 30-minute 
squares included in the area pose safety risks for vessels trying to get beyond the area 
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• Eliminate or reduce the size of the rolling closures 

The rolling closures have been in place since 1999, and it is time to review the utility  
Re-examine the utility of the year-round closed areas, and reduce the size as 
appropriate 
The year-round closures have been in place since 1994 and it is time to review the utility 

• Allow general category scallop vessels, fishing within the regulated mesh 
exemption areas, to retain the same monkfish bycatch allowed by general category 
vessels fishing in all other areas 
This would be a positive way to minimize monkfish discards without encouraging a 
directed fishery 

• Examine all exempted fisheries to determine if they continue to meet the 
groundfish bycatch restriction under which they were granted 
As groundfish biomass continues to grow, it would be wise to examine recent bycatch 
rates 

 
 
 
Most of these suggestions have received some analysis by the PDT and have been reviewed 
favorably by the Council in the past, but have been set-aside in workload priorities.   
 
Even if it is the decision of the Council to ultimately implement a management system different 
from days-at-sea, many of these items will require additional consideration to determine whether 
or not they are compatible with that new system.   
 
As always, we appreciate the Council’s consideration of our views. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Maggie Raymond 
Associated Fisheries of Maine 
 
 




































