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Cooper A. Gilkes, III
147 West Tisbury Road
Edgartown, Ma 02539

New England Fishery Management Council
50 Water Street
Newburyport, , MA 01950

Dear Council Members.

As a Martha’s Vineyard native son, [ was always fascinated by stories told
by local fishermen catching cod fish offshore using conventional rod and
reel or tub trawling. In the early 1970s, I, too, had the opportunity to go
codfishing. We would set long lines, go rod and reeling for three to four.
hours, then pull the trawl lines and head for home. For several years, this

was very productive. Codfish up to thirty pounds filled the boat on a
regular basis. ’

Not always so. One day we arrived at the fishing grounds only to find
the large red balls marking gill net lines were everywhere. It was not
long before our long lines no longer produced a profitable day - much
less our rod and reels. The gill nets remained. Indiscriminately catching
all species swimming by. Unattended during stormy weather

the gill nets continued to kill, the catch unuseable and wasted. The

arrival of the gill nets marked the beginning of the downward spiral of the cod..

I ask the Council to seriously consider the successful restoration which has
resulted from Florida’s ban on gill netting.

I personally feel that gill nets must be removed from the New England
fishing grounds.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
(Goper Yotho

Cooper A. Gilkes, IlI




April 19, 2007
Dear Council Members,

The Vineyard had a very successful codfish winter fishery in the 1970’s and
1980’s. In the winter, all the lobsterboats, conkboats and scup and sea bass boats turned
to codfish. We longlined and handlined for cod. The council decided to save the
groundfish and directed the Boston and Gloucester gillnet boats to fish for dogfish. They
came and set their nets south of the Vineyard where we traditionally fished for cod. They
came in November when the dogfish were there and blanketed the area with gillnets and
never left until May. They did this for several years. Now you can barely catch a cod to
eat. '

Prior to the time these gillnetters came, I set a couple of gillnets along with my
cod longlines. On an overnight set with these nets, a third of the fish in these nets had to
be discarded because the sandfleas ate them up so bad. After that, I threw the nets in the
dump. I can’t imagine the amount of fish these gillnetters must have wasted by leaving
their nets out weeks on end, waiting for weather to tend them. It just defies common
sense why the Council ever allowed this to happen, being a group trying to restore fish
stocks. Those wasted fish didn’t benefit anyone. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely, ,
7

John A. Larsen
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New England Fishery Management Council
50 WATER STREET I NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 013850 | PHONE 978 465 0492 I FAX 978 465 3116
. John Pappalardo, Chairman | PaulJ. Howard, Executive Director

MEETING NOTICE
MULTISPECIES (GROUNDFISH) ADVISORY PANEL
Date: Thursday, April 19, 2007
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Holiday Inn
One Newbury Street

Peabody, MA 01960
Telephone: (978) 535-4600; Fax: (978) 535-8238

Agenda:
e Review scoping comments received for Amendment 16 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan. This amendment will adopt measures as necessary to continue rebuilding of
several stocks of groundfish, as well as make other changes to the FMP that may be reqmred
‘e Review issues common to all management alternatives.
Review two alternative management proposals received during scoping.
o One proposal - called area management - suggests managing in discrete, finite areas with
specific measures tailored to those areas. Catches in each area are limited-by a hard TAC.
o A second proposal suggests allocating pomts to commercial fishing vessels that will be
deducted based on catch.
e Review other comments received during scoping, mcludmg sugges’uons for changes to the DAS
.. program and other management measures.
e Other business.

~

Panel recommendations will be forwarded to the Multlspecles Committee on April 20, 2007.
TA#:07-34

MULTISPECIES (GROLNDFISH) OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

'D.ate: Friday, April 20, 2007 M S—r‘ ‘Bz AT/
T i Mg M)W & )

Agenda
e Further develop Amendment 16 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan (FMP).
This amendment will adopt measures as necessary to continue rebuilding of several stocks of
groundfish, as well as make other changes to the FMP that may be required.
e Review two alternative management proposals received during scoping.
‘ o One proposal - called area management - suggests managing in discrete, finite areas with
specific measures tailored to those areas. Catches in each area are limited by a hard TAC.
o. A second proposal (“the point system) suggests allocating points to commercial fishing
vessels that will be deducted based on catch.

» The Committee will also discuss the Gulf of Maine party/charter limited entry proposal.
«  Other business

Comumiitteé recommendations will be considered by the full Councﬂ at its meeting in June 2007.
- Continued on reverse -



4:00 . Coundil l-leanng on the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Omnibus Amendment 2 (Sally Md’iee)‘* :
. 'oppormmtyformepubhctooommentonPhaselofmeEFHOmnursAmendmentDra& e
Environmental Impact Statement which contains the following components: EFH designation afteirial
Habitat Area of Particular Concem (HAPC) alternatives, evaluation of prey spedies for the spddes i i
,c°unal'sﬁsherymanagement units and an evaluation of the potental impact of non-fishing acbvitxes

8:30a.m. Research Steering Committee Report (David Goethel) - '
" » Summary of recently reviewed final cooperative reports and’ asocated oomments concerning thé use
praject results in management dedision-making ;
» Recommendations for 2007 research priorities for Coundl consideration
> RevnewofmeoommltteesdusamonabwtmeNortheastﬁslmSoenceCmter’sreportonthe
fishing on groundfish spawning activities :

9:30 Omnibus Sector Committee Report (John Nelson)
Update on the development of the omnibus sector amendment

10:00 Muluspec:es (Groundﬁsh) Commlﬁee Report (Rip Cunningham)
> Reoaveanupdatemﬂ:edevdomnentaf&naﬂmaﬂleﬂmNorﬁeastMumspecesﬂdP
> Rewemeposedsectorope'abonsp!arsfor2007formeCapeCodCanma'aalHookGearSector
Fixed Gear Sector and possuble approval ofCouncﬂ oornmen&and teoommendauons L

11:30 - -Open Period Public Commenls Open )
Opporb.muty for bnefoommentsfmm the publ'ocon items relevantto Coundil business, butnot

s ol -
12:00 p.m. - O : _ = , S e
-1:00 © Multispecies (Skaﬁe) Committéé Report (Rxp Cunningharm) ;
Review of management advice from the State Plan Development Team and draft management.
possible indusion in a Skate Plan amendment, discuss and if appropriate, approve a scopmg
" 2:00  Enforcement Committee Report (Rodney Avﬂa) L
’ T 'Rewewcommitteepmgr&ss,foﬂomngmewcondmasenesofmeehngs todeveloprecom' _
concerning the use of Vessel Monitaring Systems and other toolstoaddress safety atsea, neguf*
‘compliance and other fishery managemmt—related acﬁvib&s
© 3:30 ' . Other Business o - B ' . T

: 7hsmeetmgz$physallymbletvpaaolemﬂ7fmbﬂm .o :
Couru7manberfﬂ7amaldsdaareformsamava/7ablefaremmmaamateadrnweblyddreﬁﬂtamdl

,Although ether non-cmergency issues not contamed in this agenda may come before this Council for dlscuss'"“ i
may not be the subject of formal action during this meeting. Council action will be restricted to those issues specifics
this notice and any issues arising after publication of this notice that require emergency action under section 305

“Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the public has been notified of the Council's mtcnt to take ﬁnal action to addrﬁs
emergency

L .Docnments  pertaining to final actions or framework adjustments are available for public review pnor 6 :ﬁ’nal _
“the Council. Please check the Council website at www.nefme.org or call {978) 4650492 Tor copies. Please Bote th
are submitting comments for Council consideration at this meetmg, they must be received at the officé atl leds

prior to the start of the meeting. .
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20 BLACK BROOK ROAD
AQUINNAH, MA 02535-1546

OFFICE (508) 645-9265
FAX (508) 645-3790

April 19, 2007

New England Fisheries Management Council
50 Water Street
Newburyport MA 01950

Dear Sirs:

The Tribal Council of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) urge that our .
fishermen be able to pursue their traditional harvest of codfish by means of trawl,
handline, or jigging.

The people of the Wampanoag Tribe as weil as the Martha’s Vineyard fishing
community should enjoy grandfathered statutes and area/sector planning under the rule
change of Amendment 16 of the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan.

Our historic participation in this fishery covers millenniums and has always been low
impact.

Yours Truly,

Jay Smalley,
Vice-Chairman

A FEDERALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TRIBE -



TEL. 508 645-2300
FAX 508 645-2310

TOWN OF AQUINNAH

65 STATE ROAD
AQUINNAH, MASSACHUSETTS 02535

April 18, 2007

New England Fisheries Management Council
50 Water Street
Newburyport MA 01950

Dear Sirs:

The Selectmen of the Town of Aquinnah urge that our fishermen be able to pursue their
traditional harvest of codfish by means of trawl, handline, or jigging.

The Gay Head people as well as the Martha’s Vineyard fishing community should enjoy
grandfathered statutes under the rule change of Amendment 16 of the Northeast
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan.

Our historic participation in this fishery covers hundreds of years and has always been
low-impact.

Your truly, -
Michael Hebert,

Chairman

p-s. We are also interested in the area/sector planning for the Vineyard fisherman.

TOWN CLERK ACCOUNTANT TOWN COORDINATOR
508-645-2304 508-645-2305 508-645-2300
ASSESSORS BUILDING INSPECTOR TAX COLLECTOR/TREASURER

508-645-2306 508-645-2307 ) 508-645-2303



TOWN OF CHILMARK

CHILMARK, MASSACHUSETTS
TOWN OFFICES:
Beetlebung Comer
Post Office Box 119
Chilmark, MA 02535
508-645-2110 Fax

April 17, 2007

New England Fisheries Management Council
50 Water Street
Newburyport, Ma. 01950

The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Chilmark has been working for several years
now to rebuild our commercial fishing fleet in Menemsha Harbor. We are dedicating
about 60% of our harbor waterfront exclusively to commercial fishing activity and we are
resisting any movement toward expanding our yacht marina. But our fishing fleet needs
help and that means new fishing regulations that are tailored to our harbor and our needs.

We are lending our support to the development of a Vineyard Sector for Groundfish
quotas and management. Local control and local husbanding of our resource could lead
to resource recovery. We endorse the proposal being brought to you by Tom Osmers.

Sincerely,

Board of Selectmen, Chairman



TOWN OF TISBURY

OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN _

BOX 1239 - 51 SPRING STREET
VINEYARD HAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02568
TEL: (508) 696-4200
FAX: (508) 693-5876

April 18, 2007

To: New England Fisheries Management Council
(Groundfish Oversight)

From: Board of Selectmen, Town of Tisbury
The Town of Tisbury strongly urges that the grandfather status of Vineyard hand trawl, jig and
hand-line codfishermen be continued under the new management provisions of Amendment #16

to the Groundfish Plan.

Please listen to the bearers of this letter concerning the plight of the fish and the codfishermen of
the Vineyard.

The Town of Tisbury shares deeply in the long history of codfishing which has occurred in
Vineyard waters for over 350 years.

Yours very truly,

Tisbury Byelectmen M
Den% Wortman

Tristan R. Israel, Chairman  Thomas W. Pachico

BOS LETTERS/94.doc

L) printed on recycled paper



75 TowN OF OAK BLUFFs

# Post Office Box 1327 - Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 Board of Selectmen
Telephone 508-693-3554 - Fax 508-696-7736

Duncan Ross, Chairman
Gregory A. Coogan
Ronald L. DiOrio
Kerry Scott
Roger W. Wey

Michael M. Dutton
Town Administrator

April 18, 2007

Mr. Tom Osmers
West Tisbury Shelfish Warden
West Tisbury, MA 02575

Re:  New England Fisheries Management
Dear Mr. Osmers:

Pursuant to your request, I am writing to express my office’s endorsement of your request
to the NEFMC to retain favorable treatment for Martha’s Vineyard fisherman adversely
affected by potential new regulations concerning ground fish.

This office looks forward to and heartily endorses the granting of special status to
Vineyard fisherman under Amendment 16.

Please feel free to forward this letter to the appropriate authorities for inclusion in their
public records.

Good luck with your efforts to provide a sustainable living for Vineyard fisherman.

Sipéefely yours,
a 7




Town of West Tisbury

Board of Selectmen
West Tisbury, MA 02575

NE Fisheries Management Council
Groundfish Oversight

50 Water St

Newburyport, MA 01950

Re: Amendment 16
Dear Mr. Pappalardo;

The Town of West Tisbury strongly urges that the grandfather status of Vineyard hand
trawl, jig, and handline cod fishermen be continued under the new management regime of
amendment 16 to the Groundfish Plan. Please listen to the bearers of this letter
concerning the plight of the fish and the cod fishermen from the Vineyard.

The Town of West Tisbury shares deeply in the long history of cod fishing, which has
occurred in Vineyard waters for over 350 years.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Osmers
Executive Secretary Shellfish Warden



