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Transportation Worker 
Identification Card (TWIC)

• Implemented by the Maritime Transportation Security Act 
(MTSA)

• Who is required to have a TWIC?
– Coast Guard credentialed merchant mariners
– Port facility employees
– Longshoremen
– Truck Drivers
– Any others requiring unescorted access to MTSA 

regulated facilities
• U.S. credentialed mariners must enroll for a TWIC no 

later than September 25, 2008. 
• Additional Information - 

http://www.tsa.gov/what_we_do/layers/twic



WORK REMAINS ON THE WORK REMAINS ON THE 
COMMON THREAD OF THESE COMMON THREAD OF THESE 

TWO LOSSESTWO LOSSES
LADY OF GRACELADY OF GRACE LADY LUCKLADY LUCK

Government, industry, and fisherman should resolve the 
impasse over stability issues such that every fishing vessel 
master will know the safe operating limits for his vessel, 
know when he is standing into danger, know how to act 
decisively to correct stability problems, and bring every boat 
and crew home safely.   Whether or not stability regulations 
for smaller vessels get passed, responsible owners and 
operators should know their conditions and limits now. 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Mr. Chairman , for quite some time now, more than 15 years, the Coast Guard has been trying to get stability regulations in place to help fisherman understand and account for stability in the operations of their vessels.



We have not been successful, in part due to industry opposition.  And in all fairness, it is a difficult effort.  Some of our proposals have generated controversy.  But we have to push through.  



Government, industry, and fisherman should resolve the impasse over stability issues such that every fishing vessel master will know the safe operating limits for his vessel, know when he is standing into stability danger, know how to act decisively to correct stability problems, and bring every boat and crew home safely.   Whether or not stability regulations for smaller vessels get passed, responsible owners and operators should know their conditions and limits now. 



I know the Council has always been a staunch advocate for intelligent safety improvements to the industry.  I pledge you my help in pushing the stability agenda forward, and I ask for your continued support toward finding stability solutions that keep fisherman safe.



For our fishermen, again I say that  I fully appreciate the risks of life at sea and the attractions of living on the edge, I also fully hope that as mankind progresses, we will continue to apply the knowledge and technologies of  progress to reduce, and even eliminate the risks, and in doing so, reduce, and even eliminate the tragedies.  There is much fishermen can do now to tend the material condition and ensure safe operations to improve their chances of avoiding tragic outcomes.  



Mr. Chairman, Members of the Council, and fishermen, I ask for your continued support and dialog, and I ask for your continued commitment to a commercial fishing industry that is free of death, even free of injury, where a culture of safety and responsibility can overcome a needlessly fatalistic acceptance of risk and tragic outcomes as stalwart people continue to make their livings at sea. 





Next slide please
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Commercial Fishing Industry Vessels

• Expands current requirements to affect vessels 50’-79’ 
in length
– Vessel Stability Calculations
– Required Vessel Stability Training for Owners and Masters
– Crew Preparedness, Training and Documentation
– EPIRB Registration Enforcement
– New Survival Craft Requirements
– High Water Alarm Requirements
– Separation and Marking of “Outdated or Excess Safety Gear” for 

“Training Use” only
– Documentation of Stability Training and assessments, Vessel Self 

Examinations, and safety and survival training

• 30 Questions at the end of the document requesting 
“Public Response”

• Comments due prior to 29 July 2008.
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