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Major Issues in Council Comments 

1. ACTs - optional

2. Define overfishing in terms of F instead of 
catch – no change – may be defined in terms 
of either catch or F

3. FMPs required to include in-season AMs  
where possible – no change
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Major Issues in Council Comments 

4. Burdensome FMP information requirements – revised
Information required on data collection, assessment 
methods, etc.) can be contained in FMP or other 
documents such as the SAFE report

5. Mixed stock fishery exception – no change – will be 
almost impossible to apply

6. No recognition / accommodation of US Canada 
Resource Sharing Understanding in terms of NS1 
requirements – no change
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Other Issues in Council Comments

1. Change - Council responsible for the contents 
of SAFE reports rather than SSC

2. Change - Final recommendations on ABCs to 
come from SSCs, not the peer review process

3. The peer review process is not a substitute for 
the SSC & should work in conjunction with the 
SSC. No change which means that the Council 
will have to meet this requirement in using 
TRAC recommendations.  
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Clarification: ACLs / Hard Quotas

NMFS response to comment #11

NMFS agrees that the conservation and 
management measures for a fishery are not 
required to be ‘‘hard quotas.’’ However, NMFS 
believes that the ACL was intended by Congress 
to be a limit on annual catch. Therefore, 
conservation and management measures must 
be implemented so that the ACL is not 
exceeded, and that accountability measures 
must apply whenever the ACL is exceeded. 
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