








Email received 10/31/07:

~~~~~ Original Message----~-

From: Maggie Raymond [mailto:maggieraymond(@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2007 9:34 AM

To: John Pappalardo

Cc: Marc Agger; Phil Haring; Allison McHale

Subject: monkfish framework 6

October 31, 2007

Mr. John Pappalardo, Chair
New England Fishery Management Council

Dear John:
We are writing to seek your assistance regarding the management of monkfish.

As you know, the most recent monkfish assessment shows that the resource is neither
overfished, nor is overfishing occurring. In fact, the resource, in both management
areas, 1s well above the biomass target.

Recently, the joint NE/Mid-Atlantic monkfish committee met and agreed to recommend
that the NE Council initiate framework adjustment 6 for two

purposes: 1) to eliminate or modify the backstop provision implemented with
framework adjustment 4, and 2) to evaluate potential increases in the TACs and
modifications to the DAS and trip limits.

The backstop provision, implemented with caution prior to the latest assessment results,
will unnecessarily close the fishery in 2009, if not eliminated or modified. The existing
TAC and management restrictions warrant a review, given the healthy status of the
resource.

We are writing today to urge the NE Council to identify monkfish as a priority for 2008
and to inifiate framework adjustment 6 to deal with the committee recommendations
for the 2009 fishing year.

As always, we appreciate your consideration of our views.

Marc Agger Maggie Raymond
Monkfish Defense Fund Associated Fisheries of Maine











