


contained in the Plan. The spawning restrictions are necessary to protect the spawning
 
aggregations that are highly susceptible to fishing in order to ensure continued recruitment to the
 
stock. In order to come back into compliance the State of Maine must implement the spawning
 
restrictions as detailed in Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum 1.
 
Motion made by Robert Boyles on behalf ofthe ISFMP Policy Board. Motion carries (14 favor, 0 against,
 
onull, 2 abstentions).
 

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 15,2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC Striped Bass Board Approves RI and MD Proposals 

Alexandria, VA - The Commission's Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board approved proposals from 
Rhode Island and Maryland for alternative management. The Rhode Island proposal alters the minimum 
size limit and quota for the state's commercial floating fish trap sector. The Maryland proposal opens a 
two-week recreational fishery in the Susquehanna Flats, a small area in the upper Chesapeake Bay. 

Unable to attain their allocation of the state's coastal commercial quota, Rhode Island's commercial 
floating fish trap fishermen asked the Rhode Island Division of Environmental Management to propose a 
reduction in the minimum size limit from 28 inches to 26 inches for that fishery. A state may request a 
change to its regulations if it can demonstrate that the proposed management program is conservationally 
equivalent to the standards included in Amendment 6. The analysis for the proposal found that the lower 
minimum size limit would require a reduction in the trap fishery's quota by 3.8 percent to be equivalent to 
the original size limit and quota. This resulted in quota for the trap fishery of93,788 pounds, down from 
97,450 pounds. Rhode Island hopes to implement the new size limit and quota for the remainder of2007. 

The Maryland Department ofNatural Resources proposed a recreational fishery in the Susquehanna Flats 
to provide a local fishing opportunity for anglers. The Susquehanna Flats has been limited to a catch and 
release fishery in the spring since the statewide moratorium ending in 1990. The fishery will operate 
under a one fish creel limit and an 18-26 inch slot limit from May 16-31, 2008. Given the regulations, the 
fishery is expected to harvest a limited number of resident fish. The harvest will be monitored and 
counted towards the bay-wide quota for resident striped bass. Maryland will report back to the Board on 
the 2008 fishery and may propose continuation ofthe fishery for additional years. 

The Board also approved the 2007 Fishery Management Plan Review. The FMP Review will be available 
on the Commission's website at http://www.asmfc.orglbreakingNews.htm. Doug Grout, Chair of the 
Technical Committee, provided the Board with an update on the Stock Assessment and Tagging 
Subcommittees' workshops for the 2007 stock assessment. This assessment will undergo a peer review 
through the Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Workshop in November. The Board also approved the 
nominations of John McMurray (New York) and Kyle Schick (Potomac River Fisheries Commission) to 
the Striped Bass Advisory Panel. 

For more information on any of the Board's actions, please contact Nichola Meserve, Striped Bass 
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at (202)289-6400 or nmeserve@asmfc.org. 
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Motions 
Move to approve the RI conservation equivalency proposal for the commercial floating trap
 
fishery. If the proposal is implemented in the 2007, RI will fish to the reduced 26" quota.
 

. Motion made by Mr. Gibson, second by Mr. Smith. Motion passes. 

Move to approve Maryland Susquehanna Flats proposal for 2008 as presented on August 15,2007. 
Motion made by Mr. King, second by Mr. Carpenter. Motion passes. 

Move to approve John McMurray from NY and Kyle Schick from PRFC to the advisory panel.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Carpenter. Motion passes without objection.
 

SHAD & RIVER HERRING MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 16,2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC American Shad Stock Assessment Passes Peer Review 

Findings Indicate that Most Shad Stocks Are Not Recovering 

Alexandria, VA - An independent panel of fisheries science experts has endorsed the 2007 benchmark
 
stock assessment and provided recommendations for the improvement of future assessments. These
 
findings were reported to the ASMFC Shad and River Herring Management Board for consideration in
 
future management decisions.
 

Once one of the most important exploited fish species in North America, American shad stocks are 
currently at all-time lows and do not appear to be recovering. Recent declines of American shad were 
reported for Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Georgia stocks, and for the Hudson (NY), 
Susquehanna (PA), James (VA), and Edisto (SC) Rivers. Low and stable stock abundance was indicated 
for Massachusetts, Connecticut, Delaware, the Chesapeake Bay, the Rappahannock River (VA), and some 
South Carolina and Florida stocks. Stocks in the Potomac and York Rivers (VA) have shown some signs 
of rebounding in recent years. Data limitations and conflicting data precluded the report from indicating 
much about the current status or trend of many of the stocks from North or South Carolina. 

The report identified primary causes for stock decline as a combination of overfishing, pollution, and 
habitat loss due to dam construction. In recent years, coastwide harvests have been on the order of 500­
900 metric tons, nearly two orders of magnitude lower than in the late 19th century. Given these findings, 
the panel recommended that current restoration actions need to be reviewed and new ones need to be 
identified and applied. The panel suggested considering a reduction of fishing mortality, enhancement of 
dam passage and mitigation of dam-related fish mortality, stocking, and habitat restoration. 

Overall, the stock assessment report and its authors, the ASMFC Shad Stock Assessment Subcommittee, 
received high praise from the peer review panel who characterized the report, "as one of the most 
comprehensive collections of fisheries related data ever assembled for [American shad]." The 2007 
benchmark assessment, which was four years in the making, contains an extensive compilation of data 
from many sources and examines status at the river-stock level for some 30 different stocks. The stock 
assessment included information from all local, regional, and federal management agencies, as well as 
independently funded academic studies. Copies of the stock assessment and peer review panel reports will 
be available by the end of September and can be found on the Commission's website under Breaking 
News at www.asmfc.org or by contacting the Commission at 202/289-6400. For more information, please 
contact Megan Caldwell, Science Director, at 202/289-6400 or mcaldwell@asmfc.org. 
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Meeting Summary 
At its Summer Meeting, the Shad and River Herring Board received presentations on the American shad
 
stock assessment and the peer review reports. The peer review panel approved the benchmark stock
 
assessment for American shad and agreed with the conclusions and recommendations in the report. The
 
Board tasked staff with preparing a summary of the reports' findings and recommendations for potential
 
management actions for consideration at the next Board meeting.
 

The Board discussed a future assessment of river herring populations. The Board asked the Technical 
Committee to provide it with an estimate of how much time the Committee would need to complete an 

. assessment of Atlantic coast river herring stocks. The Committee's response will be prepared for the 
Board's next meeting. 

At a previous meeting, the Board exempted states from completing the recreational monitoring 
compliance requirement in anticipation of the development of a model upriver creel survey template. The· 
Executive Committee has decided to no longer pursue the development of this template and as a result the 
Shad and River Herring Board revisited its decision to postpone the compliance requirement. The Board 
has asked the Technical Committee to review the requirement to monitor recreational fisheries and 
recommend to the Board whether this compliance requirement should be maintained or revised. 

North Carolina proposed that the Board consider taking immediate action to develop an Amendment to 
reduce mortality of river herring. The Board voted to move forward with the development of a Public 
Information Document that contains management options to reduce river herring mortality. In the 
meantime, the Board has chosen to send a letter to the National Marine Fisheries Service and State 
Department asking these agencies to assess and address shad and river herring bycatch in federal and 
Canadian fisheries. For more information, please contact Erika Robbins, Fisheries management Plan 
Coordinator, at (202) 289-6400 or erobbins@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
Move to accept the 2007 Benchmark American Shad Stock Assessment Report and Peer Review 
Report. 
Motion made by Mr. P. White, second by Mr. Augustine. Motion carries without objection. 

Move to proceed immediately with an Amendment for River Herring that include options among 
which are a moratorium on fishing and other means to control mortality. 
Motion made by Dr. Daniel, second by Mr. Gibson. Motion passes without objection. 
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