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Further expansion into a more complete bioenergetic set of studies is merited. For now,
estimates of cod consumption will be calculated.

A closer examination of how feeding differences are related to benthic habitat is a
possible follow-up study that could be conducted. Could we use cod to index benthic
communities by determining what was in their diets and relating them to the habitat? Benthic
sampling techniques, including underwater video, combined with intense stomach sampling like
we are conducting in this study, could assist in characterizing benthic habitat and potentially
restricting destructive gear in sensitive habitats.

All of these issues/ideas have been developed since the project began. The observational
expertise of our cooperating fisherman, combined with the scientific skills and experience of the
NEFSC cooperating scientists have made this project a much greater learning experience than
any of us expected when the project first began.
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Figure 6. Mean Stomach Contents (g) Across the Maturity Stages
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