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ASSOCIATED FISHERIES OF MAlNE 
PO Box 287, South Berwick, ME 03908	 207-384-4854 

August 30, 2007 

Mr. John Pappalardo, Chair
 
New England Fishery Management Council
 
50 Water Street
 
Newburyport, MA 01950
 

Dear John: 

I write with respect to the General Category Scallop IFQ program, and a request by our 
members for Council action to create what is known in other IFQ programs as a "rollover 
allowance". Rollover allowances permit IFQ holders to carry forward unused quota for 
use in the following year or to payback from the next year's allocation an overharvest of 
the current quota. In IFQ programs, rollover allowances of 10-20% are common while 
multi-year accumulations are generally not permitted. (Research has shown that carry 
forward allowances are used with greater frequency in existing IFQ programs than are 
payback allowances.) 

The ability to carry forward unused quota is ofparticular importance to our members for 
the following reasons (in order of priority): 

1) Safety - The General Category Scallop fishing year will now begin in March and 
end in February. Our members are concerned with the possibility that unused 
quota at the end of the fishing year could entice IFQ holders to race to fish during 
the bad weather month ofFebruary. This type of allowance is, we believe, 
comparable to the DAS carry-over policy for the Scallop and Multispecies 
fisheries developed by the Council for safety considerations. 

2)	 Availability of resource - Our members are concerned that premature closure of 
the scallop access areas due to early harvest of the yellowtail quota might prevent 
full utilization of the scallop IFQ. 

. We hope the Council will consider developing, at the earliest opportunity, a rollover 
allowance for the General Category Scallop IFQ program. 

Sincerely, 

H.~ 

Maggie Raymond 

Associated Fisheries ofMaine is a trade association offishing andfishing dependent businesses. 
Membership includes harvesters, processors, fuel/gear/ice dealers, marine insurers and lenders, and other 
public and private individuals and businesses with an interest in commercialfishing. 




