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Recruitment – a new year class of scallops measured by the resource survey. Scallop larvae are pelagic 
and settle to the bottom after 30-45 days after spawning. The resource survey, using a lined dredge, is 
able to capture scallops between 20 – 40 mm, but more reliably at between 40 and 60 mm. Recruitment in 
this document refers to a new year class that is observable in the survey, at around two years after the 
eggs had been fertilized and spawned. 

Recruitment overfishing – a high level of fishing mortality that causes spawning stock biomass to decline 
to levels that significantly depresses recruitment. Because sea scallops are very productive, this mortality 
rate is substantially higher than Fmax and the biomass where recruitment is threatened is much lower than 
the present biomass target. 

SAFE Report – A Stock Assessment and Fishery Evaluation Report, required by the Sustainable Fisheries 
Act. This report describes the present condition of the resource and managed fisheries, and in New 
England it is prepared by the Council through its Plan Development Teams (PDT) or Monitoring 
Committees (MC). The Scallop PDT is the MC for the Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP and prepares this report. 

Scallop productivity – the maximum average amount of biomass that can be taken from a defined area. 

Shucking – a manual process of cutting scallop meats from the shell and viscera. 

Size selection – in the scallop fishery, size selection occurs at two points: when the fishing gear captures 
the scallop and when the crew culls the catch before shucking. At the first point, size selection depends on 
escapement through the dredge rings, twine top, or trawl meshes. At the second point, size selection 
depends on the size of the catch and marketability. Small scallops are less valuable and more time 
consuming to shuck a pound of meats. These factors influence whether the crew retains scallops at a 
smaller or larger size. Size selection by the fishery is the combined effect of mortality from landed 
scallops, from discard mortality, and from non-catch mortality from the fishing gear. Except under certain 
rare conditions, most of the mortality has been associated with the landed portion of the catch. 

TAC – Total allowable catch is an estimate of the weight of scallops that may be captured by fishing at a 
target fishing mortality rate. The TAC could apply to specific areas under area based management rules. 

Take – a term under the MMPA and ESA that means to harass, harm , pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, 
trap, capture or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct with respect to either a marine 
mammal or endangered species. 

Ten-minute square – an approximate rectangle with the dimensions of 10-minutes of longitude and 10-
minutes of latitude. 

Threatened species – any species that is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
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