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For Amendment 11 to the
Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan
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February 3, 2006 ECEIVE

Mr. Paul J. Howard FEB

New England Fishery Management Council U8 2008

50 Water Street, Mill 2 NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
Newburyport, MA 01950 MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Dear Mr. Howard:

My name is Michael Ball, owner/operator of the F/V Lori Lee. I have been a commercial
fisherman for 35 years and have never had a land job. I fished out of New Bedford for 16
years. [ was captain of three different scallop boats during five of those years. I have
seen many changes to the industry from the Hague line, meat count, and new gear
restrictions. [ have always wanted to own my own boat and now that I do the new
amendment being discussed will push me out of the fisheries that I have a permit for.

I would like to see the control date pushed ahead one year. With only 38 more permits
issued from 2004 to 2005, this is not a big increase and would allow my boat to fish. If
you allocate days, I would like to see something like this:

150 days to 200 days for full time with history,
50 to 75 days part time with no history,
allocation to be 15% of annual yield,

no dual applications.

VVVY

If you use hard TACS, I would like to see something like eight million pounds (8,000,000
Ibs.) Total to be split into two sections, north and south, with a line to be somewhere off
New York. Four million pounds (4,000,000 lbs.) to each section with splits between full
and part time boats. I would like to see 60,000 full time boats and 20,000 part time boats.
When TAC is filled, close the area. I would also like to see a fishing season from April
1™ to October 31* and closed for five months to recoup and for safety reasons for the
small boat fleet. I also think that random drug testing on operator permit holders should
be mandatory!

Thank you for your time,

Michael M. Ball
6 Field Street
S. Thomaston, ME 04858

(207) 594-8199
Tt 27, foi?

Permit No: 241962

tc: DHC2R)
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